[The average lifespan of a veterinary anatomist in a German speaking veterinary educational institution].
The average lifespan of veterinary anatomists was statistically analysed. All teachers who ever taught veterinary anatomy (formerly 'zootomy') and histology/embryology separately or in combination with other subjects in Germany, Austria and Switzerland were included in that circle. The observation period was from the foundation of the veterinary schools up to the present. We find that the average lifespan of this specific group is not different from that of the general population. Comparable previous opinions on the lifespan of anatomists, estimated as shorter than that of the general population by Hyrtl, and longer by Voss, are incorrect. This opportunity is also used to mention our time-honored; especially the early completed and aged colleagues.